
UTEP professor named seismologist for Railroad Commission of Texas

http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/utep/2017/08/08/utep-professor-named-seismologist-railroad-commission-texas/550129001/[9/15/2017 10:58:39 AM]

UTEP professor named staff seismologist for state Railroad
Commission
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A University of Texas at El Paso professor has been
named the new staff seismologist for the Railroad
Commission of Texas, the agency announced
Tuesday. 

Aaron Velasco is a professor of geological sciences
and UTEP’s current director of interdisciplinary

State funding cuts are making colleges and universities less accessible for low-income students and
threatening local economies, the presidents of the region's four higher education institutions said. El
Paso Times
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initiatives. He will continue to perform those roles
while serving with the Railroad Commission.
Velasco replaces outgoing seismologist Craig

Pearson, who served as the commission’s first-ever seismologist since 2014.

In his new role, Velasco will be charged with reviewing disposal well permit
applications in areas of historic seismicity to ensure proper requirements are in place
to prevent or minimize the potential for induced seismic activity. Velasco also will
serve on the Governor’s Technical Advisory Committee for the TexNet Seismic
Monitoring Program, which is run by the Bureau of Economic Geology at the
University of Texas at Austin. Velasco also will be an adviser to the Railroad
Commission on issues and policy related to seismic activity and energy production in
Texas. 

Velasco’s salary was not available. His predecessor’s annual salary was $102,000. 

“The Railroad Commission is considered a global leader in energy regulation, and I’m
honored to serve my fellow Texans and this historic agency as seismologist,” Velasco
said in a statement. “I share the agency’s mission to protect public safety and the
environment. I will do that by putting my years of experience and research in
seismology and understanding to work for Texas.”

Railroad Commission Chairman Christi Craddick had high praise for Velasco.

“I congratulate Dr. Velasco on his selection as our new staff seismologist at the
Railroad Commission of Texas,” Craddick said in a statement. “His expertise in the
study of seismology will be an asset to the agency and the state.”

UTEP President Diana Natalicio echoed those sentiments, adding that Velasco’s
hiring boosts the school’s profile.

“Dr. Velasco’s expertise in seismology and geology will enable him to contribute
unique and valuable perspectives to the work of the Railroad Commission of Texas,”
Natalicio said. “In addition to their teaching and research, UTEP faculty members like
Dr. Velasco help inform public policy issues at local, state and national levels and
validate UTEP’s growing reputation as a public research university.”

Read: Miners trek to top of Mount Cristo Rey

Velasco’s career has spanned nearly 25 years. His research has comprised a slew of
seismological subjects such as earthquake source modeling, seismotectonics,

(Photo: Courtesy of UTEP)
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earthquake hazards and nuclear treaty monitoring research. Velasco earned his
Bachelor of Science in applied geophysics from the University of California, Los
Angeles in 1988. He earned his doctoral degree in geophysics from the University of
California, Santa Cruz in 1993. He began working at UTEP as a faculty member in
2002. 

The Railroad Commission is the state’s oldest regulatory agency. Established in
1891, the commission regulates the state’s oil and gas industry and has jurisdiction
over alternative fuels safety, natural gas utilities, surface mining and intrastate
pipelines. 

Pablo Villa may be reached at 546-6345; pvilla@elpasotimes.com; @pvilla50 on
Twitter.

 21
CONNECT TWEET

 1
LINKEDIN COMMENT EMAIL MORE

http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=gannettcompany-elpasotimes&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-r:Below Article SC 3x2:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=gannettcompany-elpasotimes&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-r:Below Article SC 3x2:
http://m7de0.voluumtrk.com/0e250c37-bb92-4a81-abd3-99190c0ad318?campaign_id=655028&site=gannettcompany-elpasotimes&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2FGETTY_IMAGES%2FSKP%2F640199606__nJqtCWuQ.jpg&title=Texas+Drivers+Uncover+Brilliant+Trick+To+Save+Hundreds&v=taboola&c=C15696&campaign_item_id=50445625&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://m7de0.voluumtrk.com/0e250c37-bb92-4a81-abd3-99190c0ad318?campaign_id=655028&site=gannettcompany-elpasotimes&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2FGETTY_IMAGES%2FSKP%2F640199606__nJqtCWuQ.jpg&title=Texas+Drivers+Uncover+Brilliant+Trick+To+Save+Hundreds&v=taboola&c=C15696&campaign_item_id=50445625&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://m7de0.voluumtrk.com/0e250c37-bb92-4a81-abd3-99190c0ad318?campaign_id=655028&site=gannettcompany-elpasotimes&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2FGETTY_IMAGES%2FSKP%2F640199606__nJqtCWuQ.jpg&title=Texas+Drivers+Uncover+Brilliant+Trick+To+Save+Hundreds&v=taboola&c=C15696&campaign_item_id=50445625&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://m7de0.voluumtrk.com/0e250c37-bb92-4a81-abd3-99190c0ad318?campaign_id=655028&site=gannettcompany-elpasotimes&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2FGETTY_IMAGES%2FSKP%2F640199606__nJqtCWuQ.jpg&title=Texas+Drivers+Uncover+Brilliant+Trick+To+Save+Hundreds&v=taboola&c=C15696&campaign_item_id=50445625&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://m7de0.voluumtrk.com/0e250c37-bb92-4a81-abd3-99190c0ad318?campaign_id=655028&site=gannettcompany-elpasotimes&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2FGETTY_IMAGES%2FSKP%2F640199606__nJqtCWuQ.jpg&title=Texas+Drivers+Uncover+Brilliant+Trick+To+Save+Hundreds&v=taboola&c=C15696&campaign_item_id=50445625&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://try.dollarshaveclub.com/tab-desk-fmf/?utm_medium=nat&utm_source=tabo&utm_campaign=fmf&utm_content=desk_acx
https://try.dollarshaveclub.com/tab-desk-fmf/?utm_medium=nat&utm_source=tabo&utm_campaign=fmf&utm_content=desk_acx
https://try.dollarshaveclub.com/tab-desk-fmf/?utm_medium=nat&utm_source=tabo&utm_campaign=fmf&utm_content=desk_acx
https://try.dollarshaveclub.com/tab-desk-fmf/?utm_medium=nat&utm_source=tabo&utm_campaign=fmf&utm_content=desk_acx
https://try.dollarshaveclub.com/tab-desk-fmf/?utm_medium=nat&utm_source=tabo&utm_campaign=fmf&utm_content=desk_acx
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N572608.1006845TABOOLA.COM0/B20073109.204466813;dc_trk_aid=404282569;dc_trk_cid=92556386;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N572608.1006845TABOOLA.COM0/B20073109.204466813;dc_trk_aid=404282569;dc_trk_cid=92556386;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N572608.1006845TABOOLA.COM0/B20073109.204466813;dc_trk_aid=404282569;dc_trk_cid=92556386;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N572608.1006845TABOOLA.COM0/B20073109.204466813;dc_trk_aid=404282569;dc_trk_cid=92556386;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N572608.1006845TABOOLA.COM0/B20073109.204466813;dc_trk_aid=404282569;dc_trk_cid=92556386;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.credit.com/r/advert-bt-pay-off-debt?utm_term=redhairblackbg.jpg.vcc22b.080317&af=p99819&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=BalanceTransfer.FastestWay.Desktop&utm_content=gannettcompany-elpasotimes
https://www.credit.com/r/advert-bt-pay-off-debt?utm_term=redhairblackbg.jpg.vcc22b.080317&af=p99819&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=BalanceTransfer.FastestWay.Desktop&utm_content=gannettcompany-elpasotimes
https://www.credit.com/r/advert-bt-pay-off-debt?utm_term=redhairblackbg.jpg.vcc22b.080317&af=p99819&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=BalanceTransfer.FastestWay.Desktop&utm_content=gannettcompany-elpasotimes
https://www.credit.com/r/advert-bt-pay-off-debt?utm_term=redhairblackbg.jpg.vcc22b.080317&af=p99819&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=BalanceTransfer.FastestWay.Desktop&utm_content=gannettcompany-elpasotimes
https://www.wayfair.com/kitchen-tabletop/sb0/cotton-candy-machines-c420431.html?refid=TABWF303.CottonCandy&expand=1&_site=gannettcompany-elpasotimes
https://www.wayfair.com/kitchen-tabletop/sb0/cotton-candy-machines-c420431.html?refid=TABWF303.CottonCandy&expand=1&_site=gannettcompany-elpasotimes
https://www.wayfair.com/kitchen-tabletop/sb0/cotton-candy-machines-c420431.html?refid=TABWF303.CottonCandy&expand=1&_site=gannettcompany-elpasotimes
https://www.wayfair.com/kitchen-tabletop/sb0/cotton-candy-machines-c420431.html?refid=TABWF303.CottonCandy&expand=1&_site=gannettcompany-elpasotimes
https://www.wayfair.com/kitchen-tabletop/sb0/cotton-candy-machines-c420431.html?refid=TABWF303.CottonCandy&expand=1&_site=gannettcompany-elpasotimes
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N307401.2069703TABOOLA/B10723181.152736668;dc_trk_aid=322891119;dc_trk_cid=82745261;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N307401.2069703TABOOLA/B10723181.152736668;dc_trk_aid=322891119;dc_trk_cid=82745261;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N307401.2069703TABOOLA/B10723181.152736668;dc_trk_aid=322891119;dc_trk_cid=82745261;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N307401.2069703TABOOLA/B10723181.152736668;dc_trk_aid=322891119;dc_trk_cid=82745261;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N307401.2069703TABOOLA/B10723181.152736668;dc_trk_aid=322891119;dc_trk_cid=82745261;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=
http://www.elpasotimes.com/picture-gallery/news/crime/2017/08/07/el-pasos-most-wanted-august-6/104384056/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/2017/09/14/foster-hunt-support-el-paso-jim-paul-column/660179001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/picture-gallery/news/crime/2017/08/07/el-pasos-most-wanted-august-6/104384056/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/2017/09/14/foster-hunt-support-el-paso-jim-paul-column/660179001/
mailto:pvilla@elpasotimes.com
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A//www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/utep/2017/08/08/utep-professor-named-seismologist-railroad-commission-texas/550129001/&text=UTEP%20professor%20named%20staff%20seismologist%20for%20state%20Railroad%20Commission&via=elpasotimes
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A//www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/utep/2017/08/08/utep-professor-named-seismologist-railroad-commission-texas/550129001/&text=UTEP%20professor%20named%20staff%20seismologist%20for%20state%20Railroad%20Commission&via=elpasotimes
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A//www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/utep/2017/08/08/utep-professor-named-seismologist-railroad-commission-texas/550129001/&text=UTEP%20professor%20named%20staff%20seismologist%20for%20state%20Railroad%20Commission&via=elpasotimes
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=http%3A//www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/utep/2017/08/08/utep-professor-named-seismologist-railroad-commission-texas/550129001/&mini=true
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=http%3A//www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/utep/2017/08/08/utep-professor-named-seismologist-railroad-commission-texas/550129001/&mini=true
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=http%3A//www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/utep/2017/08/08/utep-professor-named-seismologist-railroad-commission-texas/550129001/&mini=true


UTEP professor named seismologist for Railroad Commission of Texas

http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/utep/2017/08/08/utep-professor-named-seismologist-railroad-commission-texas/550129001/[9/15/2017 10:58:39 AM]

 | 

El Paso's Most Wanted
August 6

NEWS 38 days ago  | 

Foster, Hunt support El
Paso: Jim Paul column

EL PASO TIMES 18 hours ago

 | 

Romero named Bel Air head
baseball coach for later

EL PASO TIMES 5 days ago  | 

Can you help find El Paso's
most wanted fugitives of the
week?

EL PASO TIMES 3 days ago

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu7XH6NnYLwtkIgp4wt5BuDnR-VD1PMbgXj2xezbZOtQJXDMGkusnI4PbxyUaTLVJrr3X5-mvFt-yB4I_WtCCRnS3hJ-RZUzMxaKb2pfhCIFybadH0-Xmn8ouzTEBsTtR0er_fP55s-ZAHEnLR2bS3-R4KB1Y2rmoIps06ERzZqgfgwZkmmITofM1nSSRNh7dwnHEzqCBReLFiTJ07yqUm13o-6pjJUD3CNmkCjBKvpLjLQAPfY3UQs6k31emnzv4gnKfodZOSqgA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHbhDBokw7Fs&adurl=http://www.downtownarenaep.com/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/picture-gallery/news/crime/2017/08/07/el-pasos-most-wanted-august-6/104384056/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/2017/09/14/foster-hunt-support-el-paso-jim-paul-column/660179001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/sports/high-school/baseball/2017/09/09/romero-named-bel-air-head-baseball-coach-later/644122001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/crime/2017/09/11/can-you-help-find-el-pasos-most-wanted-fugitives-week/648002001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/picture-gallery/news/crime/2017/08/07/el-pasos-most-wanted-august-6/104384056/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/2017/09/14/foster-hunt-support-el-paso-jim-paul-column/660179001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/sports/high-school/baseball/2017/09/09/romero-named-bel-air-head-baseball-coach-later/644122001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/crime/2017/09/11/can-you-help-find-el-pasos-most-wanted-fugitives-week/648002001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/picture-gallery/news/crime/2017/08/07/el-pasos-most-wanted-august-6/104384056/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/picture-gallery/news/crime/2017/08/07/el-pasos-most-wanted-august-6/104384056/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/picture-gallery/news/crime/2017/08/07/el-pasos-most-wanted-august-6/104384056/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/picture-gallery/news/crime/2017/08/07/el-pasos-most-wanted-august-6/104384056/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/picture-gallery/news/crime/2017/08/07/el-pasos-most-wanted-august-6/104384056/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/2017/09/14/foster-hunt-support-el-paso-jim-paul-column/660179001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/2017/09/14/foster-hunt-support-el-paso-jim-paul-column/660179001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/2017/09/14/foster-hunt-support-el-paso-jim-paul-column/660179001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/2017/09/14/foster-hunt-support-el-paso-jim-paul-column/660179001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/2017/09/14/foster-hunt-support-el-paso-jim-paul-column/660179001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/sports/high-school/baseball/2017/09/09/romero-named-bel-air-head-baseball-coach-later/644122001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/sports/high-school/baseball/2017/09/09/romero-named-bel-air-head-baseball-coach-later/644122001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/sports/high-school/baseball/2017/09/09/romero-named-bel-air-head-baseball-coach-later/644122001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/sports/high-school/baseball/2017/09/09/romero-named-bel-air-head-baseball-coach-later/644122001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/sports/high-school/baseball/2017/09/09/romero-named-bel-air-head-baseball-coach-later/644122001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/crime/2017/09/11/can-you-help-find-el-pasos-most-wanted-fugitives-week/648002001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/crime/2017/09/11/can-you-help-find-el-pasos-most-wanted-fugitives-week/648002001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/crime/2017/09/11/can-you-help-find-el-pasos-most-wanted-fugitives-week/648002001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/crime/2017/09/11/can-you-help-find-el-pasos-most-wanted-fugitives-week/648002001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/crime/2017/09/11/can-you-help-find-el-pasos-most-wanted-fugitives-week/648002001/
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/crime/2017/09/11/can-you-help-find-el-pasos-most-wanted-fugitives-week/648002001/

	elpasotimes.com
	UTEP professor named seismologist for Railroad Commission of Texas


	Npb24tdGV4YXMvNTUwMTI5MDAxLwA=: 
	form0: 
	q: 




